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Newsletter Date   December, 2015 

Jared Gottschalk was selected as the October Lion’s Club Student Citizen of The Month.  

Jared was honored at a dinner along with his parents at the Comfort Inn. Congratulations 

Jared!   

Rachel Pung was selected as the October Rotary Student Citizen of The Month.  Rachel was 

honored at a luncheon along with her parents at Mountain Town Station.  Congratulations 

Rachel! 

 

    

    

 

   Students  

 

Mayes  

Elementary  

November   

Students’ of  

the Month 

 
 

 

Back Row Left to Right, Owen Ambs (6th Grade) son of Harry and Bethanie Ambs, Riley Sicso (5th 

Grade) daughter of Blake and Roni Sisco, Bennett Gilde (4th Grade) son of Kyle and Kelly Gilde, 

and Caleb Lehnert (3rd Grade) son of David and Amy Lehnert.  Front Row Left to Right, Weston 

Zingery (kdg.) son of Derrick and Jennifer Zingery, Sophia Martin (1st grade) daughter of Johnathon 

and Cassandra Martin, and Isaac Jackson (2nd Grade) son of Brandy Jackson. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         ***Staff Member of the Month*** 

The Beal City Board of Education, in appreciation of the hard 

work that is done by all staff members of Beal City Public 

Schools, would like to honor a staff member each month for their 

service to the students and community of Beal City.  This 

month’s honoree is Deb Martin. 

Beal City’s Outstanding Professional in Education 

The Beal City Education Association nominated Mrs. Mary Kattreh for this year’s Outstanding Professional 
in Education Award.  Mrs. Kattreh was chosen because of her dedication to our community.  She has 
worked for Beal City Public Schools for 20 years.  She is a dedicated professional to both her students and 
her colleagues. Mrs. Kattreh can be counted on for advice and support for her colleagues.  She is an advo-
cate for her students and their parents.  This dedication is what makes our school incredible.  

Mrs. Kattreh was honored in October at a brunch celebrating and thanking many educational profession-
als throughout our RESD.  Mrs. Kattreh explained that she has seen a lot of changes in education over the 
past 20 years, but she tries to keep an open mind and remembers that we are all in this together.  Thank 
you, Mrs. Kattreh for all that you do. 

Mrs. Martin has been a teacher at Beal City Public Schools since 1984 and has gone over and 

above her regular duties as a Special Ed. Teacher many times.  She spends extra time with stu-

dents when needed and is a valuable asset to our teaching staff.  Thank you Mrs. Martin for all 

that you do.   



 

 

 

    

Balloon Launch 

In September, Ms. 

Courtright’s fourth grade 

science classes took part in a 

balloon launch. Forty-six 

students wrote letters about 

their location and placed 

them inside the balloon.  We 

were all curious to see how far our balloons would go. As of 

November, the students have received only one letter back. 

The letter ended up 2 miles East of Remus.

 

6th Graders Trip to Forest Hills Nature Area 
The 6th Grade went on a field trip to Forest Hills Nature Area and the kids had a blast!  It was a 
great 'hands-on' experience.  The tour guides kept the kids busy moving between four different 
activities throughout the day.    

The activities included:  
1.    Botany Bonanza and Invertebrate Zoo 

      * A ½ mile hike into the woods with discovery of plants 

      * Discovery of different types of animals 

2.    Stomp rocket activity 

      * Prediction, data collection, angles, forces and a lot of critical thinking 

3.    Pond/microscope activity 

       * Examining and comparing pond sample results 

4      Venturing into the fields 

       * Fall Harvest – Agricultural lesson on corn, wheat, and soybeans 



If you were not able to attend the 2015 Annual Talent Show on November 17, 2015, 

you missed out! 7 acts: two bands, a duet, an acoustic guitar, a group of dancers, a 

pianist, and actors at their finest entertained the crowd. Every act was a success as 

was apparent in the cheers and applause coming from the crowd. The judges had 

the most difficult job of the night, but they did their best and followed their creative 

senses (thank you, you know who you are). The third place certificate went to “The 

Philo Experience,” comprised of Nick Freeze, Miles VonDoloski, Ryan Ambs, and, 

oh yeah, David Philo. The second place certificate was awarded to Nick Freeze on 

the acoustic guitar singing “Hey There Delilah” by the Plain White T’s. The first 

place trophy was given to Lauren Beltinck, Phoenix Vavzincak and Company for 

their skit to “Master of the House.” All of the acts were spectacular and Ms. Holt 

would like to thank everyone for trying so hard and making the show the success it 

was. She would like to extend a special thank you to the backstage crew, light crew, 

and sound crew: she couldn’t have done it without your help. And one final thank 

you, to Mrs. Gigowski, for mentoring Ms. Holt through the directing process and for 

sharing the knowledge and experiences of prior shows. Congratulations to all of the 

participating acts and especially the winners!  

Down on the Farm 
In September, Mrs. Natzel and Ms. Courtright’s Fourth grade classes visited Bryant 

Farms in Shepherd, Michigan. It was sponsored by 

Isabella County Farm Bureau. The student’s visited 10 

different stations as well as petting three baby cows. 

They learned about agriculture and farm safety, 

different species of Michigan insects, different types of 

soil and layers and even talked to an animal vet.  
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Detroit Institute of Arts  

On November 6, 2015, while many were still sleeping and looking forward to a half day of 

school, a group of 28 students along with Mrs. Henry and Mrs. Christensen set out for a day of 

art in Detroit.  Through a grant from the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe and Target, the stu-

dents were able to visit Michigan’s greatest art collection.  

Students viewed Hispanic art such as the Diego Rivera courtroom and a couple of pieces by 

Pablo Picasso. They toured an extensive medieval sword and armor collection.  Many were also 

fascinated with the contemporary and ancient collections as well.  The tour allowed students to 

view a lot of different art forms and focus on some of those that they found particularly interest-

ing.  Each student picked a favorite piece and was able to explain what they enjoyed about the 

art, genre, or artist.  

Afterwards, students and staff stopped by La Gloria Bakery and enjoyed a number of Mexican 

pastries.  A second supply of churros topped off the visit, but students also purchased galletas, 

pan de muertos, and much more.  It was an enjoyable experience for everyone.  

Can’t wait to do it again next year ;) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Christensen’s History 8 class learned about the American Revolution through a compari-

son to the game Capture the Flag.  Students separated into 3 groups; the British, Americans, 

and French.  Students acted out the challenges facing the colonists and their inexperienced 

soldiers, the hit and run tactics of the colonial armies, and finally the much needed support of 

the French in winning the war.  The students had a great time and had a much better under-

standing of the challenges facing all sides of the American Revolution.  

       Fifth Annual Apple Pie Fundraiser Success! 
This year a total 675 Dutch Apple pies were made.  The support from the community was over-

whelming.  Each year we get even more volunteers!  Thank you!  Your support was again 

amazing.   

The next PTA meeting will be on Monday, December 7th in the Schools Media Center starting 

at 5:30pm.  We will be gearing up for Santa’s shop and Christmas Sing!  Hope to see you there! 

Winter Clothing 
      

It’s that time of year again! Now that colder temperatures have finally arrived, we wanted to 

remind parents of our “Seasonal Clothing” policy, in the Parent/Student Handbook. When the 

temperature is 41 – 50 degrees, coats or sweatshirts are necessary. In addition, at 40 degrees 

or below, coats, boots, gloves and hats are required for ALL grades, and snowpants are 

recommended.  If a student comes to school unprepared to go outside, he/she will receive a 

warning the first time, and remain on the blacktop. If cold weather clothing is forgotten more 

than one time, students will have to stand against the wall or serve lunch detention.   At all 

times, best judgment in accordance with weather conditions is expected.  Remember, it 

could be warm in the morning and cool off throughout the day. We do live in Michigan!!  It’s 

better to pack the extra winter gear than to be caught without it when the weather turns. 
 



The Beal City High School Drama Class 

presents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This classic comedy is set in the Victorian Age (the last 25-30 years of the 1800s).  
Come enjoy the antics of Algernon and Jack as they “Bunbury” about the 
countryside. 

Written as satire, the play encouraged people to think about the artificial barriers 
that defined society and enabled a privileged life for the rich at the expense of the 
working class. The British Empire was at its height and occupied much of the 
globe, including Ireland, Wilde's homeland. The English aristocracy was 
dominant, snobbish and rich — far removed from the British middle class and 
poor. 

Through the use of constant satire, Wilde made fun of and tried to change the 

many social customs that kept women and the poor and middle classes under the 

feet of the aristocracy.  MANY of the lines in the play are the exact opposite of 

truth or custom, and they set up the comedy throughout the play. 



 

 

 

 

Beal City Education Foundation 

      Become part of the legacy…..   

     Continue our tradition….. 

    Donate with pride….. 

 

 We would like to extend our appreciation to you for supporting the Beal City Education 

Foundation.  The annual ‘Rock the Foundation’ Halloween Bash was held on October 31st and because of 

your generosity and participation the event was successful.  We had a great turnout for a fun filled night 

talking with friends and listening to “The Foolish Dreams Band.”   

With the sponsorships and the communities support, we raised approximately $13,000 at the 

“Halloween Bash” which will be added to the fund.  Your generosity gets us one step closer to our goal 

of providing a scholarship to every graduating senior and multiple enrichment grants that enhance the 

educational experience of Beal City Public School students.   

We also had a great turn out for the first ever Trunk or Treat.  The weather was not great, but 

thank you community members for bringing your cars and handing out candy.  There were about 25 

people that were handing out candy!  We estimate that there were about 200 trick or treaters that were 

very appreciative for the event.     

Each spring graduating seniors are invited to apply for the scholarships and teachers and staff 

are encouraged to submit enrichment grant proposals.  To date, the BCEF has provided six student 

scholarships ranging from $200 to $500 and 12 student enrichment grants that improve the lives of 

hundreds of students each year. This past year, after reviewing some great scholarship applications, we 

provided Nichole Murphy with a $500 scholarship.  We also funded 2 student enrichment grants that 

will enhance the educational experience of a majority of our students.   

 

  With appreciation, 

  The Beal City Education Foundation Advisory Board 

    Holiday Program 
 

 

 

Mark your calendars now for the annual Mayes Elementary Holiday Program to be held on Friday, De-

cember 18th at 1:00 p.m. in the small gym. The Senior Citizens Reception will take place in the gym before 

the program at 12:30 p.m. All families and community members are invited to attend.  





Freshman Boys Basketball 

Mon. Dec. 7  4:30 p.m. @Clare 

Fri. Dec. 11  4:30 p.m. @Sanford Meridian 

Mon. Dec. 14  5:30 p.m. Gladwin  

Wed. Dec. 16  4:00 p.m. @Saginaw Nouvel 

Fri. Dec. 18  4:30 p.m. SHA 

Tues. Jan 5  4:00 p.m. @Chippewa Hills 

Thurs. Jan 7  4:30 p.m. @Montabella 

Mon. Jan. 11  4:15 p.m. Ashley 

Thurs. Jan. 14  4:30 p.m. @Fulton 

Tues. Jan. 19  4:30 p.m. Sanford Meridian 

Thurs. Jan. 21  5:30 p.m. Fowler 

Mon. Jan. 25  5:30 p.m. @Gladwin 

Thurs. Jan. 28  4:15 p.m. Clare 

Tues. Feb. 2  4:30 p.m. Montabella 

Fri. Feb. 5  4:30 p.m. @Ashley 

Mon. Feb. 8  4:30 p.m. @SHA 

Tues. Feb. 16  4:30 p.m. Fulton 

Thurs. Feb 18  4:30 p.m. @Fowler 

Fri. Feb. 26  4:00 p.m. Chippewa Hills 

 

JV/V Boys Basketball 

Mon. Dec. 7  6:00 p.m. @Clare 

Fri. Dec. 11  6:00 p.m. Standish Sterling  

     Central  

Wed. Dec. 16  5:30 p.m. @Saginaw Nouvel 

Fri. Dec. 18  6:00 p.m. SHA 

Tues. Jan. 5  6:00 p.m. Pine River 

Fri. Jan. 8  6:00 p.m. McBain 

Mon. Jan. 11  6:00 p.m. Carson City Crystal 

Thurs. Jan. 14  6:00 p.m. @Evart 

Tues. Jan. 19  6:00 p.m. McBain NMC 

Fri. Jan. 22  6:00 p.m. @Marion 

Thurs. Jan. 28  6:00 p.m. Manton 

Tues. Feb. 2  6:00 p.m. Lake City 

Fri. Feb. 5  6:00 p.m. @Pine River 

Mon. Feb. 8  6:00 p.m. @SHA 

Thurs. Feb. 11  6:00 p.m. @McBain  

Tues. Feb. 16  6:00 p.m. Evart 

Fri. Feb. 19  6:00 p.m. Marion 

Thurs. Feb. 25  6:00 p.m. @McBain NMC 

Tues. Mar. 1  6:00 p.m. @Manton 

Thurs. Mar. 3  6:00 p.m. @Lake City 

JV/Varsity Girls Basketball 

Tues. Dec. 1  6:00 p.m. Morley Stanwood 

Thurs. Dec. 3  6:00 p.m. @Fowler 

Tues. Dec. 8  6:00 p.m. SHA 

Tues. Dec. 15  6:00 p.m. @Pine River 

Fri.  Dec. 18  4:30 p.m. @McBain 

Tues. Jan. 5  4:30 p.m. Montabella 

Thurs. Jan 7  6:00 p.m. Evart 

Tues. Jan 12  6:00 p.m. @McBain NMC 

Fri. Jan. 15  6:00 p.m. Marion 

Mon. Jan. 18  6:00 p.m. @Clare 

Thurs. Jan. 21  6:00 p.m. @Manton 

Tues. Jan. 26  6:00 p.m. @Lake City 

Fri. Jan. 29  6:00 p.m. Pine River 

Mon. Feb. 1  6:00 p.m. @SHA 

Thurs. Feb. 4  6:00 p.m. McBain 

Tues. Feb. 9  6:00 p.m. @Evart 

Fri. Feb. 12  6:00 p.m. @Marion 

Thurs. Feb. 18  6:00 p.m. McBain NMC 

Tues. Feb. 23  6:00 p.m. Manton 

Fri. Feb. 26  6:00 p.m. Lake City 



JV/Varsity Girls Basketball 

Tues. Dec. 1  6:00 p.m. Morley Stanwood 

Thurs. Dec. 3  6:00 p.m. @Fowler 

Tues. Dec. 8  6:00 p.m. SHA 

Tues. Dec. 15  6:00 p.m. @Pine River 

Fri.  Dec. 18  4:30 p.m. @McBain 

Tues. Jan. 5  4:30 p.m. Montabella 

Thurs. Jan 7  6:00 p.m. Evart 

Tues. Jan 12  6:00 p.m. @McBain NMC 

Fri. Jan. 15  6:00 p.m. Marion 

Mon. Jan. 18  6:00 p.m. @Clare 

Thurs. Jan. 21  6:00 p.m. @Manton 

Tues. Jan. 26  6:00 p.m. @Lake City 

Fri. Jan. 29  6:00 p.m. Pine River 

Mon. Feb. 1  6:00 p.m. @SHA 

Thurs. Feb. 4  6:00 p.m. McBain 

Tues. Feb. 9  6:00 p.m. @Evart 

Fri. Feb. 12  6:00 p.m. @Marion 

Thurs. Feb. 18  6:00 p.m. McBain NMC 

Tues. Feb. 23  6:00 p.m. Manton 

Fri. Feb. 26  6:00 p.m. Lake City 

 

Problems always seem to happen at the most inconvenient times. Sufficient planning and preparation, and quality 

tires, can make the difference between a minor inconvenience and a potentially dangerous situation. 

The leading cause of death during winter storms is auto accidents. Below are preventative tips to keep you safe on 

the road this winter. You may not be able to control Mother Nature but using caution and common sense can 

prevent an accident. 

 Always know the weather before you get on the road. Remember to be extra careful when driving on 

bridges and overpasses; they are the first to freeze over. Be aware of black ice. Black ice occurs when the 

road appears to be dry but is darker and shinier than usual. Slow down when driving through these areas. 

 Always Buckle Up! 

 Slow Down (this includes turning, braking, stopping and accelerating). 

 Stay Alert. Make sure you are aware of what the other drivers around you are doing. 

 Stay in Control. If you do begin to fishtail, turn in the direction of the skid and make sure to keep your 

foot off the brake and gas petals. If you must brake on a slippery surface, be sure to pump the brakes 

gently unless you have ABS (Anti-lock Braking Systems). If you have ABS, press the brake firmly and hold. 

Do not pump the brakes if you have ABS, this will lessen the effect of your brakes. 

 Avoid steep hills if possible. Use alternate routes even if they are a little longer: they may be safer. 

 Keep enough distance between yourself and other cars. Slick conditions can triple the distance it takes to 

come to a complete stop. 

 Keep your low beam headlights on...no matter what time of day it is. 
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School Breakfast Facts 
A great breakfast program is offered at school every day!  

 

 

 

Here are some fun facts about school breakfast:  

 

 It’s easy! Instead of running around in the morning trying to make sure your children eat 

a healthy meal, let us do the work. They can get a great breakfast at school, and there will 

be no dishes for you to wash!  

 

 It’s affordable!  If qualified, your child may be able to get breakfast at a reduced price or 

for free. If your child already eats a free or reduced price lunch, they automatically 

qualify for a free or reduced price breakfast. 

 

 It’s tasty!  Schools now have more variety to choose from when deciding what to offer 

your children for breakfast.  Request a menu so you can view what your child may be 

eating at school.  

 

 It’s good for the brain! Research suggests that not having breakfast can affect children’s 

intellectual performance (CDC). 

 

Every morning our breakfast consists of these whole grain items: assorted pop tarts, 

muffins, uncrustables, donuts, cereal, yogurt, juice, cheese stick and milk. Students must 

choose a fruit and 2 grain items.  

 

Location: Aggie Cafeteria 

Breakfast time every day: 7:40-8:05 

Full pay price: $1.50 

Reduced: $.30 

  

Remember, no breakfast will be served if we have a delay.  

 

 

 

Beal City PTA News 

 

Santa’s Shop will be on Thursday, December 10th. If you would like to help out, please contact 

Jen Ames @ 989-560-2302.  Also, we would like you to mark your calendars.  The 2nd Annual 

Snowfest Carnival is coming to Beal City on February 6th. More details to come.  Please join us 

for our monthly meetings. They are the 1st Monday of the month @ 5:30 in the media center. 

We always welcome new faces and fresh ideas. 

tel:989-560-2302
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                  Seniors are getting accepted to college! 
Thanks to a grant from the Mt Pleasant Area Community Foundation, our seniors are still able 

to earn a free t-shirt that boldly says “ACCEPTED” across the front once they turn in a letter 

of acceptance from a college or university.  Seniors sport their shirts through their senior 

year to promote a college-going atmosphere in our school and community. Many more shirts 

will be earned as the year progresses. Congrats to the Class of 2016! 

Project PALS Turkey Dinner 
Once again this year, many Pilgrims, Native Americans, and even turkeys were spotted 

roaming the halls of Mayes Elementary School on Monday, November 23. Our second grade 

students and their high school mentors presented their annual Project PALS Thanksgiving 

skit and turkey dinner. Thanks to the food service staff for a delicious home-cooked turkey 

dinner and the high school PALS for helping with serving the food. They served over 200 

family members and students. All of this would not be possible without the outstanding ef-

forts of the following Beal City teachers: Mrs. Kelli VanBlargan, Mrs. Carrie Smith and Ms. 

Jessi Spry. 

Christmas Outreach 
Mayes Elementary students and staff will again be collecting items for the Isabella County 

Christmas Outreach program, to benefit needy families in our community. Students should 

have brought home a list of new toys, toiletries, and school supplies as suggested items 

needed to fill our classroom Christmas stockings. Please do not wrap these items. This is 

strictly a voluntary program. If you are able to donate items, please send them to school by 

Thursday morning, December 10th. We appreciate your generosity at this special time of 

year. 

Financial Aid Night 
Financial Aid Night will be December 9th in the Media Center.  Please RSVP with Mrs. Mil-

lerov by December 2nd at smillerov@bealcityschools.net or by calling 989-644-3944 

mailto:smillerov@bealcityschools.net
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Board Briefs 

The following was approved at a regular board meeting on November 16, 2015: 

- General Fund payments of $406,738.61, hot lunch payments of $16,885.03, Athletic 

Fund payments of $8,478.64, Debt Retirement 2012 payment of $15,956.25, Debt Re-

tirement 2004 payment of $16,660.00, and Debt Retirement School Bond Loan Fund 

payment of $14,931.75. 

- The second reading of the Neola Policies including the updated Meal Reimburse-

ment Guidelines Policy as presented. 

- The Superintendent Evaluation Tool as presented. 

- The following coaching recommendations as presented:  Corey Schafer – Voluntary 

Assistant Girls Basketball, Nicole Berry – Voluntary Assistant Girls Basketball, Derek 

Morris – Voluntary Assistant Boys Basketball, Byron Schunk – Voluntary Assistant 

Boys Basketball, Jaime Farrell – Voluntary Assistant Boys Basketball and Braden 

Procter – Voluntary Assistant Boys Basketball. 

Steven Parnham is being hired through PCMI as the Freshman Basketball Coach. 

  
To locate the Beal City Board of Education agenda and minutes from the monthly Board meetings, please see the Beal City 

website.  Click on District Info, Board of Education, then click on the Board of Education on the left hand side to receive a 

menu.  From there click on Meeting.         

 


